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Ten Years of IDIOM
The IDIOM newsletter has now reached its 10th 
year of production and its 30th edition!  

It has proven a great way of informing 
local young people and residents of what’s 
happening at the Youth Centre, as well as 
keeping people up to date with issues and 
opportunities affecting our local community.

Lotterywest Grant
Bassendean Youth Services were fortunate enough to receive an equipment and IT grant of $24 200 this year.  The Youth Centre 
now has upgraded IT gear, pool table, video games and furniture.  Thanks go to Lotterywest for their ongoing support.

Year 10 Project
Bassendean Youth Services continues to host 
Certificate II in General Education for Adults (the 
equivalent to Year 10) partnered by Community and 
Youth Training Services (CYTS). 

The course is offered to young people who have 
missed out on completing their Yr 10 studies at 
mainstream school.  The program runs 3 days per 
week and each student gets to tackle the work at 
their own pace, often on a one-to-one basis.  

The fact that it has ‘rolling’ enrolment means 
that students can often access throughout the 
year dependent on waiting lists.  The model has 
proven very successful and has been introduced 
at a number of Youth Centres throughout the 
region.
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Bassendean Youth Services

Bassendean Youth Services are situated underneath the McDonald Pavilion at Steel Blue Oval on the corner of West and 

Guildford Roads near the Skate Park. 

The Youth Centre is open for young people to ‘drop-in’ between 3pm and 6pm Tuesday to Friday, and offers a 

broadband internet and computer game café, XBOX, band room, and DVD movie projector. Everything happening 

in the afternoons is free, and the centre is available for young people aged 12 to 25.  

The centre also runs LAN parties, band rehearsals and  activities most 

weeks. Saturday activities are also offered every couple of months. 

In the past activities have included:  Adventure World, Go-Karting, 

Outdoor Rock Climbing, and Paintballing. Most of these activities only 

cost a few dollars per person. 

During the next school holidays the Youth Service will run a number 

of activites including a full day of Go-Karting.  Come into the Youth 

Centre to find out what’s happening next or check out our website for 

more information - www.bys.net.au 

Permitted Pieces
The Town of Bassendean has experienced an overwhelming 

amount of graffiti vandalism beside the rail reserve at the 

end of Railway Pde.  The site is a pedestrian thoroughfare 

which leads across the river, and through the extensive 

graffiti, presents as an unsafe location.

In response, Bassendean Youth Services recently 

completed an Urban Art mural project dubbed 

‘Permitted Pieces’ at the site.  The project was a huge 

success, with 15 volunteer artists from throughout 

Perth combining to paint a mural 70 linear metres 

long.  Local residents provided very positive feedback 

and are excited about the prospect of more murals at 

the site.  The artists involved were very excited about 

the project and keen to demonstrate the difference 

between their art pieces and graffiti vandalism.  On the 

basis of the project’s success, a follow up grant for $12 

000 has been sought from Strategic Crime Prevention.  

A time lapse video can be viewed on our homepage at:  

www.bys.net.au

 

Graffiti and Urban Art

The Importance of Common Language (State Graffiti Task 

Force).

Graffiti or graffiti vandalism refers to the illegal activity 

of defacing private and/or public property without the 

consent of the property owner. Urban art refers to legal 

work, where permission to mark a surface has been 

granted by the owner of the property.

Graffiti, which is sometimes known as ‘tagging’, is the 

use of spray paint or marker pens to vandalise public or 

private property and is an illegal act.  Urban Art on the 

other hand is the use of spray cans to create legitimate 

art pieces with the permission of the property owner.  

The unfortunate thing is that graffiti vandalism can be 

so destructive and expensive to clean up that the wider 

community has a negative view on anything to do 

with spray cans.  Legitimate Urban Art can be seen at a 

variety of public places such as some bus stops, inside 

the Youth Centre and on the volunteer fire brigade shed 

at Ashfield Reserve.  Taggers can be a huge problem for 

Urban Artists because they have a hard time convincing 

the community of the legitimacy of their art form.
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Graffiti and Urban Art
Graffiti and Urban Art are the same thing aren’t they?  

Graffiti, which is sometimes known as ‘tagging’, is the use of spray paint or marker pens to vandalise public or private 

property and is an illegal act.  Urban Art on the other hand is the use of spray cans to create legitimate art pieces 

with the permission of the property owner.  The unfortunate thing is that graffiti vandalism 

can be so destructive and expensive to clean up that the wider community has a 

negative view on anything to do with spray cans.  

Legitimate Urban Art can be seen at a variety of public places such 

as some bus stops, inside the Youth Centre and on the volunteer fire 

brigade shed at Ashfield Reserve.  Taggers can be a huge problem 

for Urban Artists because they have a hard time convincing the 

community of the legitimacy of their art form.  At times, taggers 

will even spray or write over the top of urban art murals.

In an attempt to show graffiti vandals the damage they are 

doing to the Urban Art scene, Bassendean Youth Services will 

soon undertake and education campaign at local primary 

schools where some well known artists get to share their 

perspectives.
The Youth Service will also run a series of Urban Art 

workshops for those who want to develop their artistic 

skills in a legitimate environment.

Bassendean Youth Services

Bassendean Youth Services are situated underneath the McDonald Pavilion at Steel Blue Oval 

on the corner of West and Guildford Roads near the Skate Park. 

The Youth Centre is open for young people to ‘drop-in’ between 3pm and 6pm Tuesday 

to Friday, and offers a broadband internet and computer game café, XBOX, band 

room, and DVD movie projector. Everything happening in the afternoons is free, and 

the centre is available for young people aged 12 to 25.  

The centre also runs LAN parties, band rehearsals and entertaining activities most 

weeks. Saturday activities are also offered every couple of months. In the past activities 

have included:  Adventure World, Go-Karting, Outdoor Rock Climbing, and Paintballing. 

Most of these activities only cost a few dollars per person. 

During the next school holidays the Youth Service will run a number of activites including 

a full day of Go-Karting.  Come into the Youth Centre to find out whats happening next or 

check out our website for more information - www.bys.net.au 
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Bassendean Youth Services
Bassendean Youth Services are situated underneath the McDonald Pavilion at Steel Blue Oval on the corner of 

West and Guildford Roads near the Skate Park. 
The Youth Centre is open for young people to ‘drop-in’ 

between 3pm and 6pm Tuesday to Friday, and offers a 

broadband internet and computer game café, XBOX, band 

room, and DVD movie projector. Everything happening in 

the afternoons is free, and the centre is available for young 

people aged 12 to 25.  The centre also runs LAN parties, band rehearsals and  

activities most weeks. Saturday activities are also offered 

every couple of months. In the past activities have included:  

Adventure World, Go-Karting, Outdoor Rock Climbing, 

and Paintballing. Most of these activities only cost a few 

dollars per person. 
During the next school holidays the Youth Service will run a number of activites including a full day of 

Go-Karting.  Come into the Youth Centre to find out what’s happening next or check out our website for 

more information - www.bys.net.au 

Dudley Robinson Youth GrantThe Dudley Robinson Youth Grant provides support to individuals who strive 

toward developing their potential in their chosen pursuit. Individuals can apply 

for a grant to represent the State or Commonwealth in a recognised sporting, 

performance arts, academic achievement event or attend Youth Leadership 

Activities. 

The grant will provide up to $300 for international representation and $200 for 

National representation. For Youth Leadership Activities the limit is set at $250.  

To be eligible you must reside in the Town of Bassendean and be aged between 

12 and 25 years.

To download the guidelines and application package head to the 

Town of Bassendean’s website at www.bassendean.wa.gov.au
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Bassendean Youth Services

Bassendean Youth Services are situated underneath the 

McDonald Grandstand at Steel Blue Oval on the 

corner of West and Guildford Roads. 

The Youth Centre is open 

for young people to ‘drop-

in’ between 3pm and 6pm 

Tuesday to Friday, and offers 

a broadband internet and 

computer game café, XBOX, 

band room, table tennis, 

and DVD movie projector. 

Everything happening in the 

afternoons is free, and the centre 

is available for young people aged 12 to 25.  

The centre also runs LAN parties, band rehearsals and 

entertaining activities most weeks. Saturday activities are 

also offered although limited places are available. In the 

past activities have include a visit to Adventure World, Go-

Karting, Outdoor Rock Climbing, and Paintballing .Most of 

these activities only cost a few dollars per person. 

During the April and October school holiday periods the 

Youth Service runs a camp. We have been on snorkelling 

and skateboarding camps as well as bush activity camps 

in Margaret River where young people can experience 

abseiling, horse riding and caving. 

The Youth Service is open during the day for young 

people needing support with accommodation, legal 

problems, employment assistance and medical issues etc. 

A JPET program – which helps people aged between 

15 and 21 who face personal and social barriers to 

employment, education or community participation.  - also 

operates from the centre, as does the RAP Program which 

can provide counselling and other assistance to families 

and young offenders.

Youth Health - Depression

We all feel sad and low from time to time. This is normal. 

In a normal day people can go through a range of emotions. 

Having low feelings and depressive thoughts for a long time is 

different however. 

Different people describe depression differently. About 

25% of young people suffer depression by the time they 

are 24, but very few seek help. Some symptoms may 

include an unusual sad mood that does not go away, lack 

of energy or tiredness, feeling anxious, empty or numb or 

even feeling lonely or unloved or crying and not knowing 

why you’re crying. If you feel so depressed that you 

want to harm yourself, it’s important to talk to someone 

now. Tell a person you trust, or speak to a health care 

professional. 

What causes depression?

• Sometimes there is a family tendency to experience 

depression. 

• Sometimes there are reasons like a family break-up, child 

abuse, ongoing bullying at school, rape, the death of a 

friend or family member, a relationship break-up or family 

conflict

• Sometimes there is no obvious reason. 

• Sometimes there can be a lack of certain chemicals in 

the brain that regulate your mood.

What to do…

• Talk to a friend or person you trust. 

• Counselling could help you understand the reason for 

depression. 

• A good balanced diet will make sure you have all the 

essential nutrients needed for your brain to function well.

• Exercise. After only 30 minutes of exercise people get an 

increase of good feelings. 

• Do creative things like writing and drawing - different 

forms of expression other than talking.

What not to do

• Some people use alcohol or other drugs to block out the 

depression. These don’t make things better, 

and can have very bad side effects.

How can I help my friend?

• Take your friend’s feelings seriously, 

let them know you’re there and really 

listening. You don’t have to try to ‘fix’ it. 

Listening and caring is the most important 

thing. 

• Offer to go with your friend to see a 

doctor or counsellor.

• Spend time doing 

things that your 

friend want to do.



The Dudley Robinson Youth Grant supports individuals to strive 
toward developing their potential in their chosen pursuit. Recently 
the Town of Bassendean awarded the Dudley Robinson Youth 
Grant to two young people from Bassendean. 

Individuals can apply for a grant to represent the State or 
Commonwealth in a recognised sporting, performance arts, 
academic achievement event, or to attend youth leadership 
activities.

The grant will provide up to $300 for international 
representation and $200 for National representation. For 
Youth Leadership Activities the limit is set at $250. 

To be eligible you must live in the Town of Bassendean and be 
aged between 12 and 25 years.

If you would like more information contact the Town’s 
Youth Development Officer on 9279 2329 or download the 
application form from the Town of Bassendean website at 
www.bassendean.wa.gov.au

Dudley Robinson Youth Grant

Bassendean Youth Services
Bassendean Youth Services are situated underneath the McDonald Pavilion at Steel Blue Oval on the corner of West and 
Guildford Roads near the Skate Park. 
The Youth Centre is open for young people to ‘drop-in’ between 3pm and 6pm Monday to Friday, and to 10pm on 
the first and third Fridays of the month. The Centre offers a broadband internet and computer game café, PS3s, 
band room, pool table, and DVD movie projector. Everything happening in the afternoons is free, and the centre is 
available for young people aged 12 to 25.  

The centre also runs LAN parties, band rehearsals and  activities most weeks. Structured activities are also offered 
every school holidays. Past activities have included:  Adventure World, Go-Karting, Outdoor Rock Climbing, and 
Paintballing. Most of these activities only cost a few 
dollars per person. 

During the next school holidays the Youth Service 
will run a number of activities.  Come into the Youth 
Centre to find out what’s happening next, or check 
out our website for more information - www.bys.net.
au


